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From the President 
Whilst we had a short agenda for our Committee 
Meeting the time blew out to 90 minutes as there 
were a number of issues to be discussed. The 
Minutes of the meeting are pinned to the notice 
board for general information. 

Photocopier 
Installed, up and running and paid for. ($4,000) I 
know it is greatly appreciated by our Trump-It 
Editor and dealing machine personnel. Direct cost 
is 3 cents per single sided copy but in reality true 
cost amortising. Photocopier over 5 years is 5 
cents per single and 9 cents per double sided. 
However, it is a necessary asset to our club. 

All Purpose Box 
Thanks to Barry Mitchell for producing and 
donating the “all purpose box” to our client. 

Library 
Last count dollar wise was $850 and all these 
funds are directed at improving our facility not 
only in book form but by VCR also. On this point, 
VCRs should be viewed and returned promptly as 
they are in demand. Your continued support of the 
“buy and sell” table is urgently required as articles 
for sale have albeit dried up. Have a look in your 
cupboard as your no longer needed articles are 
another one’s treasure. 

Football Club 
Authorisation has been given to Bob to furnish a 
trophy for both Football and Cricket Clubs on their 
prize day. It will be given to a person who 
contributes to the club as overall, not just one 
particular talent. 

Forest Place Pairs – Good Day Good Fun 
James Ball Forest Place Representative was most 
impressed not only by our facilities but also the 
manner in which he was welcomed. Many thanks 

to those who conversed with him during waiting 
time.  

There was a problem with our dealing computer 
prior to the event and Robert Matthew did the 
necessary repairs (thanks Robert). However I think 
he must have put the bit in back-to-front as the 
results were “alarming”. Perhaps this reflects the 
vast general improvement in play at Arana. There 
is no doubt the tools at our disposal show us at the 
end of the day how well we went. 

G.N.O.T. 
This was the first G.N.O.T. Arana has hosted and 
it was a resounding success. Many thanks to all the 
helpers and provision of food, etc. Catering in our 
Congress was highly praised but we have topped 
this. Ailsa Smith – what can we say!! An 18kg 
roast beef, 6 x 4 litres jars of anti-pasta, all cooked 
and prepared by Ailsa with a bounty of special 
breads. The final festive board was to say the least, 
brilliant. This is what I call “pride”. It is worth a 
thousand adverts in the paper. The gratitude and 
glowing remarks from our visitors auger well for 
our Club. Me thinks we have set a precedent that 
will be hard to top. 

A President is only as good as his team.  

Neil Hamilton 

PS Bridge is only a game! 

℡ ℡ ℡ ℡ Important Phone Numbers 
 Clubhouse Phone Number:  (07) 3851 – 0299 
 Email address: aranabridge@netspace.net.au 
 President: Neil Hamilton  3300-4840 
 Vice-President: Val Acklin  3851-3059 
 Secretary: Tony Agar  3851-1362 
 Treasurer: Gay Hull  3300-2050 
 Partner Contact Carol Wilson  3353-2297 
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HISTORIAN’S CORNERHISTORIAN’S CORNERHISTORIAN’S CORNERHISTORIAN’S CORNER    

By Deslei Den Haan  
 
Perhaps the newer Club members are unaware 
that the Arana bridge club and the Sunnybank 
bridge club waged war every September for a 
period of seven years. On the eighth year 
Sunnybank were unable to muster their army 
won by default and of course kept the trophy! 

It all started in 1992 at the suggestion of Judy 
Valentine who had been conducting seminars 
at the Sunnybank bridge club. They were a 
fairly new club at the time, holding their 
sessions in the Sunnybank bowls club and like 
us, saving for a clubhouse. Judy suggested to 
them that an interclub teams match would give 
both clubs good experience in teams play and 
if successful a return match at Arana Hills 
could be organised. 

So on 15th September 1992 twenty Aranians 
making up five teams boarded the Pine Shire 
community bus(ably driven by President Bob 
Pearce) – destination Sunnybank. In our 
honour Sunnybank had packs of new cards 
shuffled by hand (very lightly shuffled – it 
turned out). The weirdest distributions were 
the order of the night but Arana was finally 
victorious 1, 2, 3. 1, 2, 3. 

They said they were being hospitable and 
proved it by serving a most delicious supper. 
This set the pattern for the next seven years – 
sometimes Arana winning the trophy, 
sometimes Sunnybank. However, if the bridge 
was bad you could always console yourself at 
the supper table! In 1998 the results of the 
match were broadcast on ABC radio, thanks to 
our Publicity Officer, Bob Dancer.  

The cup at the moment is guarded in the store 
room with the intention to display it in the hall 
in the future. Our President, Neil Hamilton is 
rather keen to get the yearly battle going again 
– Neil is adamant that travelling distances 
should not be a deterrent – so if you are 
interested please whisper in Neil’s ear and this 
very good teams event might be reinstated. 

The Club History Book is available for loan 
from the Library. 

 
LIBRARY LINES 

Librarians Jan Rae & Kath Rooney 

Visit the Library and borrow some videos.  We 
now have five Klinger videos in the library 
entitled: 

Better Hand Evaluation 
Opening Leads 1 
Opening Leads 2 
Responders Strategy 
Card Combinations for Declarer 

 
There are twelve Ron Klinger videos available and 
it is the Club’s intention to purchase them all.  
Members should be encouraged to view them as 
they are very informative.   
 
Please Note: Members will be restricted to one 
weeks borrowing instead of the usual one month 
granted for books due to the popularity of the 
videos.   
 
All purchases of books and videos are being 
funded from the proceeds of the "Bring and Buy 
Table" which to date has realised $920.  

 

 
Bridges 
 
Bridges come in many guises 

Many sorts and many sizes 

Made of concrete, stone or steel 

Those for walking, those for wheels 

Spanning rivers, rail or roads 

Made for small or massive loads 

Story, Captain Cook or Jolly 

And, of course, there's Beattie's folly 

Variety – but all the same 

Cannot compare with our great "game" 

Bridge with its infinite hands 

Each with its unique demands. 
 
Rab Wright 
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Robert Matthew is our guest 
book reviewer this month …  

 
“The Modern Losing Trick Count Method”  
by Ron Klinger 
 

Playing at pairs at club bridge, I often heard 
more experienced players comment: “I had only 
four losers” or “I had a five-loser hand” to 
explain exuberant bidding; or conversely “I had 
only a seven-loser hand” as a reason for not 
pursuing a game contract. 
 
Ron Klinger’s book on the subject in the library, 
is a detailed attempt to explain and demonstrate 
when and how to assess hands by the losing trick 
count method. 
 
The basics of counting losers is quickly picked 
up, as this example from the book 
demonstrates:- Partner opens 1 S (7 losers) and 
you holding the hand below (also 7 losers) know 
have a game contract. 

♠ K 7 6 4 3  
♥ 8 
♦ 7 2 
♣ A 7 4 3 2  
    

After the first chapters on simple rules for 
evaluation the next few chapters provide 
guidelines for bidding sequences through 
responses and rebidding by opener and partner, 
in a dialogue signalling combined strength, until 
the final contract has been reached.  
  
Having digested the first four chapters, my 
partner and I began implementing the LTC 
method and were immediately heartened by 
occasional successes. Suddenly it became 
clearer when game or slam was likely, and when 
there was no chance at all. Then came some 
spectacular disasters, especially when signalling 
LTC before a trump fit had been found. In no-
trump, despite Klinger’s recommendation, LTC 
seemed to undervalue the balanced high card 
point hand. 
 
The later chapters, dealing with refinements to 
the method, introduce complex calculations, 
such as: multiplying the number of aces by 2, 

adding the number of kings, multiplying that by 
3.5 and subtracting the HCP. Here the book is 
like a text book, full of rules with a few 
examples at the end of each chapter, and 
requiring a studious approach. 
 
Klinger’s development of the material seems 
uneven after enjoying the excellent Seagram and 
Smith books on 25 Ways to compete in the 
bidding and 25 Bridge conventions you should 
know. It is however a good introduction to the 
subject for the improving player. 
 
Robert Matthew 

 

 
Recent Arana Winners     
 
Arana Forest Place Red Point Pairs  

The winners of this event which was held on 
Tuesday 24th August were Don Cutmore & Ailsa 
Smith (NS) and Julie Cutmore & Yvonne Auer 
(EW).  Congratulations. 
 
Caloundra Novice Pairs  

This event was held on Saturday 10th July.  
Peggy Whittaker and Peter Van Eden came 
second with Christine Noakes and Ann Pearce 
obtaining eleventh position.  Well done Arana. 
 
Northern Suburbs Novice Teams  

In this recent Teams event, Andrew Guminski 
and George Macionus of Arana teamed with two 
members from QCBC to take out first place.    

The Arana team of Caroline Black, Charles 
Johnson, Joan Mills and Gary Bathis came in 
second.  An excellent effort.   
 

 
 
Forest Place Retirement Villages 
 

We are very grateful for the on-going support of 
Forest Place Retirement Villages.  Forest Place 
has been a sponsor of the Arana Bridge Club for 
a number of years.  Forest Place have five 
villages in the Brisbane metropolitan area.  For 
further information, call 1800 888 680 (freecall) 
or visit their website www.forestplace.com.au.  
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The Director’s Chair 
“What’s a nice girl (boy?) like you doing, 

playing a game like this?” 
 

There are a number of common practices among 
players at our club that either verge on the level of 
‘cheating’ or, at best, could be said to be unethical. 
In most, if not all, situations the players 
themselves do not realise the nature of the ‘sins’ 
they commit. Nevertheless, these actions often 
lead to the offenders receiving an advantage they 
are not entitled to. 
 
The following paragraphs are taken from the ABF 
website and serve to make a number of very 
important points relating to how we should 
conduct ourselves at the bridge table. 
 
In the tournament world you will encounter a 
remarkable number and variety of systems and 
conventions and gradually you will come to 
recognise them. A most important point to 
remember is that a bidding system is not some 
secret between you and your partner. You and 
your partner are not allowed to have any secret 
understanding about your bids. That is cheating. A 
bidding system is not a secret code. The opponents 
are entitled to know as much about what the 
bidding means as you or your partner. If they ask 
you what you understand by a certain bid of your 
partner's, you must tell them truthfully. Of course, 
partner's bid may be meaningless and if you cannot 
understand it, all you can do is to be honest and 
tell the opposition that you do not know what 
partner's bid means. 
 
Similarly, if you do not understand the opposition's 
bidding, you are entitled to ask. When it is your 
turn to bid but before you make your bid, you ask 
the partner of the bidder 'Could you please explain 
the auction?' You may ask during the auction or 
after the auction has ended, when it is your turn to 
play. Unless it affects your making a bid, prefer 
to wait until the auction is over. After all, the 
opposition might not understand their bidding 
either and when you ask, they may well realise 
their mistake. 

If an irregularity occurs at the table, do not be 
dismayed if the Director is called. That is a normal 
part of the game and it is the Director's job to keep 
the tournament running smoothly and to sort out 
any irregularities. (my italics and bolding) 
 
Some of the practices I refer to are listed here. If 
you are prone to using any of them please 
reconsider. 
 
� Failing to provide a system card (or keeping it 

hidden) 

� Not warning your opponents about unusual bids 
in your system at the start of bidding 

� Drawing your partner’s attention to a bid that 
needs alerting 

� If Declarer, failing to warn defenders about a 
bid that should have been alerted before they 
play to the first trick 

� If Defender, not advising Declarer at the end of 
play about partner’s failure to alert a bid that 
had special meaning. 

� When asked, failing to provide all the 
information relating to an alertable bid. 

� Explaining why you alerted a bid when there 
was no request to do so (thus reminding 
partner of its meaning!) 

� Using unauthorised information to your 
advantage – such as bidding on because a 
partner hesitates then passes, indicating 
possession of a reasonable hand. 

� Asking what an opponent’s bid means when 
you never intended to make a bid of your own. 

� Having secret partnership understandings – 
such as knowing when a partner’s bid is a 
psyche 

� Staring at an opponent while they are thinking 
what to bid or play. 

� Using up most of the time (through slow play) 
when you are Declarer and then trying to hurry 
up the opposition when they play a hand 

� Showing displeasure at a partner’s bid or play 
by a negative reaction or expression. 

 
Next month: What is ‘unauthorised information’?  
 
Bob Pearce 
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When in Doubt… 
 
This article was written by Richard Pavlicek 
and appeared in a publication in 2002. It 
relates to trump handling or ruffing technique. 
You can test yourself by deciding how you 
would play the contract before reading the 
explanation. 
 
As West, not wishing to guess which side suit 
to lead, follow the expert philosophy: When in 
doubt, lead trumps.  
 
The bidding illustrates one of my favorite 
conventions: one no-trump forcing over a 
major. Accordingly, South was forced to bid a 
three-card club suit, since 2 ♥ would show six 
hearts and 2 ♠ would be a reverse showing 
greater strength. North then made a jump 
preference to invite game, and South accepted.  
 

4 ♥by South  
None Vul ♠ 8 3 

♥ A 9 2 
♦ J 10 5 2 
♣ K Q 10 3  

 

♠ A Q 9 6 
♥ J 10 8 
♦ K 7 6 4 
♣ 9 2   

♠ J 7 5 
♥ Q 6 
♦ Q 9 8 3 
♣ 8 7 6 5  

Lead: ♥J  

♠ K 10 4 2 
♥ K 7 5 4 3 
♦ A 
♣ A J 4 

 

West 
 
Pass 
Pass  

North 
 
1 NT 
3 ♥ 

East 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass  

South 
1 ♥ 
2 ♣ 
4 ♥ 

 
Assuming a normal trump break, declarer can 
be sure of nine tricks: four hearts, one diamond 
and four clubs. The spade suit offered a 
reasonable chance for 10, either by winning 
the king or a ruff in dummy (or both), so 
declarer won the ♥ A and led a spade to the 
king. Too bad.  West won the ace and 
accurately led a second trump to the queen and 
king.  
 

Declarer next ran clubs (pitching a spade), but 
West refused to ruff with her master trump. 
Eventually, a spade was led, and West was 
able to win and draw dummy’s last trump to 
defeat the contract.  
 
Despite the fine defense, declarer overlooked a 
direct route to 10 tricks. Instead of trying for a 
ruff in dummy, the same extra trick can be 
gained by three ruffs in hand. And the nice 
part is that it requires no luck in spades. Win 
the ♥ K; cash the ♦ A; ♥ A; diamond ruff; 
♣ A; ♣ K; diamond ruff; and finish the clubs. 
West must refuse to ruff as before (else it’s 
easy); then ruff the last diamond with your last 
trump to ensure the game. 
 
 

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ 
 
Masterpoint Movements 
 

NEW rankings for Arana home club members for 
the month of July 2004: 

Graduate Master 
Agnes Boross Alexander Croot 
David Cook Janet Cook 
Claire Ponting Joan Stomfai 
Club Master 
Soren Bredberg Judy Cantamessa 
Joan Kenny Gary Musgrove 
Local Master 
Charles Johnson 
* Local Master 
Jan McRobbie 
**Local Master 
Pamela Feehely  
Regional Master 
Sommie Mackay Lorraine Steele 
State Master 
Joan Mills 
National Master 
Bob Dancer 
**National Master 
Julie Cutmore 
Silver Life Master 
Betty Willson 

 

Helen McLauchlan (MP Secretary) 
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New Members 
 

A warm welcome to :   
 

Michael Haysom 
Lynley Mason 
Kevin O’Shea 
Yvonne Cannon 

 
 
Arana – Fastest Growing Club in 
the Brisbane Region  
 
According to the most recent figures published 
by the ABF Masterpoint Centre, Arana is the 
fastest growing club in the Brisbane Region. 
For the year ended 31st March 2004 Arana had 
an increase of 36 new home members. 

 

Club Membership Increase 

Toowong 844 26 

Northern Subs 563 11 

QCBC 505 - 

Arana 242 36 

Redlands 190 24 

Western Subs 156 - 

Brisbane 148 19 

Sunnybank 139 - 

Redcliffe 107 5 

Cards 75 - 

Corinda 33 - 

Eastern Subs 23 - 

Ipswich 18 1 

 
If you know someone who may be interested in 
playing bridge, pass on their name and phone 
number (with their approval of course) to one 
of our Committee members who can give them 
a phone call, and run through some 
background on the Club and pass on 
information to them with regard to lessons and 
membership.  
 

 

September Travellers 
 

Jan and Alan Rae are preparing to head off on 
a round-the-world trip. They are leaving in 
mid-September and will be away until early 
November. 

Lillian and Bill Kemp are off to England to 
visit their daughter and newest grandchild, 
Eloise. 

Val Cran is travelling to the to UK for holidays 
while her erstwhile partner Frank Hoult will be 
visiting family in the UK for 5 months. Will 
they be meeting for a game of “English” 
bridge? 

To all our members, we wish you safe and 
happy travels. 

 
 

 
A Matter of Priority 
 

A man has a severe heart attack and is rushed to 
the hospital emergency room. The admitting 
nurse says, “I’m sorry, you’ll have to wait in 
line.”  

“But I might be dying!” says the man.    

“Sorry, a doctor will see you when one is 
available.”  

Then an ambulance races up with its siren 
blaring, and a woman is carried in on a stretcher. 
A paramedic explains, “She was in a terrible 
accident and has just stopped breathing.”  

“I’m sorry,” says the nurse, “she’ll have to wait 
in line.”  

Next a guy walks in without assistance, whispers 
something to the nurse and is taken immediately 
to the examination room, surrounded by doctors.  

“What’s this?” says the first man. “How come he 
goes right in?”  

“Oh,” explains the nurse, “he’s a bridge player 
and his partner just passed him in a cue-bid.”  
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If You Can’t Get To Dummy, Ask 
For Help 
 
This article was written by Richard Pavlicek. 
 
We’ve all heard the story of the lost motorist, 
who pulls up to a rural gas station and asks the 
attendant how to get to Route 35. The 
thoughtful reply: “You can’t get there from 
here.” Today’s deal contains a similar 
problem. Declarer can’t get to the dummy.  
 

 3 NT by South  
Both Vul 

 

♠ 6 3 2 
♥ 8 6 5 
♦ K Q 7 5 2 
♣ 7 2  

 

♠ Q J 5 
♥ J 10 9 7 
♦ 8 3 
♣ Q 10 9 3   

♠10 9 8 4 
♥ 4 2 
♦ A 10 9 4 
♣ J 8 5  

Lead: ♥J  

♠ A K 7 
♥ A K Q 3 
♦ J 6 
♣ A K 6 4 

 

West 
 
Pass 
Pass  

North 
 
2 ♦ 
3 NT  

East 
 
Pass 
All Pass  

South 
2 ♣ 
2 NT 

 
South’s two-club opening bid was artificial, 
showing at least 23 points (as played in 
conjunction with weak two-bids). North 
responded two diamonds (negative, 0-7 
points), and South rebid two no-trump to show 
a balanced hand. Traditionalists might object 
because South does not have a diamond 
stopper; but the modern approach (proven 
effective) is give priority to describing one’s 
hand pattern. In any case, North had the 
weakness well covered, and he raised to game. 

 West led the heart jack to South’s queen. 
Declarer had seven top tricks and, unless 
hearts divided three-three, he needed two 
diamond tricks to make his bid. The diamond 
jack was led and, of course, it held the trick. 
Another diamond was led to the queen, 
gobbled by the ace. The diamond king was 
now established as declarer’s ninth trick; but it 

was like a star in the midnight sky — a 
beautiful sight but no way to reach it. The 
dummy was dead.  

Could declarer have done something about 
this? Or was he a victim of fate? Declarer 
should have anticipated the problem from the 
beginning. He cannot get to dummy from his 
own hand (the gas-station attendant was right), 
but he might force an opponent to put him 
there. Before leading diamonds, he should 
eliminate the other suits.  

After winning the first heart, duck a club. 
Assume the opponents return a heart; win and 
duck a spade. Win any return and lead the jack 
of diamonds, which holds. Next cash all your 
remaining winners before leading a diamond 
to the queen and ace. East can cash a good 
spade, but he must give dummy the last trick.  

Perfect defense can prevail. When declarer 
ducks a club, the defenders must lead a 
diamond; then when a spade is ducked, East 
must cash the diamond ace to avoid being 
thrown in. Nevertheless, I would not expect 
this to happen at the table. 
 
♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ 
 

 
One Wish 
 

A bridge duffer was polishing a lamp and… 
poof! Out popped a genie who said, “I will 
grant you one wish.”  
 

The duffer unfolded a map of the world and 
said, “Let all of these countries live in peace 
and harmony.”  
 

“You’ve got to be kidding! I’m only a genie.”  
The duffer thought for a while and then 
suggested, “OK, then make me a winning 
bridge player.”  
 

“Hmm… ” the genie pondered. “Let me see 
that map again.”  
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  DDDDRYRYRYRY            CARPET 
 CLEANING 

*  Lounges     *  Drapes 
 

  ℡  ℡  ℡  ℡  3205 3701 
 

B A R R Y  G E O R G EB A R R Y  G E O R G EB A R R Y  G E O R G EB A R R Y  G E O R G E    
 

 

 

Important Dates  

September  

4-5 
(Sat/Sun) 

Toowong teams (incl Qld teams) 

6 (Mon) Monday red point pairs (wk 1) 

11-12 
(Sat/Sun) 

Brisbane Festival Pairs & Teams 
(QCBC) 

12 (Sun) Townsville Teams 

13 (Mon)  Monday pairs (week 2) 

18 (Sat) Caloundra Swiss pairs 

Mackay Barometer pairs 

Surfers Butler pairs 

18-19 
(Sat/Sun) 

Cairns pairs 

19 (Sun) Caloundra Swiss teams 

Surfers Birthday teams 

25-26 
(Sat/Sun) 

Noosa teams 

 

 

Copy deadline: 
For October issue, 25 th September 2004. 

 
Barbara Holmes – Ed 

Ph:   3300 6654 
Fax: 3300 9819 

Mobile:  0411 882 033 
Email: wazbarbholmes@bigfoot.com.au 

 

The Queensland Government provided 
$263,900 to the Arana Contract Bridge 
Club for the development of the Ferny 
Grove Sports and Recreation Centre to get 
more Queenslanders active through sport 
and recreation. 
 
 

 
 

 


